What does God want us to know, to feel, and to do?
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Intro: Do you remember the phrase from junior high/early high school….? “You better recognize…”  “You better recognize and analyze what’s in front of your eyes”…  
Well, that’s what Jesus is saying here, but with a little less attitude…  

The confrontation at the Feast of Dedication:

The time has come for the people to decided one of two things about Jesus:

· Recognize the relationship Jesus has with the Father i.e. sent by God… Him and the Father are one….. or…….

· Reject Him entirely

And that is the question we must ask tonight…?  Do I RECOGNIZE or REJECT the Person and purpose of Jesus in my life?   
John 10:22-24 “Then came the Feast of Dedication at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23and Jesus was in the temple area walking in Solomon's Colonnade. 24The Jews gathered around him, saying, "How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, [c] tell us plainly.”
• 170 B.C. King of Syria, Antiochus Epiphanes (Greek Freak) attacks Jerusalem 

· 80,000 Jews perish, 40,000 into slavery

· Defiles the temple with worship of the Olympian god Zeus
· Copies of the Law and circumcision were capitol offences

· Mothers who circumcised their children were crucified with their babies around their necks.   

• 164 B.C. Judas Maccabeus revolts (i.e. The Maccabean Revolt)and takes the country and the Temple back into Jewish possession

· The Feast of Dedication/Lights/Hanukkah was the commemoration of this event in Jewish history.
It is on this cold day that Jesus, as was His custom to be at the Temple, is walking in Solomon’s Colonnade (i.e. Porch) just adjacent to the Temple for protection from the cold weather.  

It is in this atmosphere of coldness of weather and coldness of heart that the Jews come to Jesus with the direct question… “If you are the Christ, i.e. the Messiah… tell us plainly?”  But Jesus had already told them… back in John 8:58 "I tell you the truth," Jesus answered, "before Abraham was born, I am!"
Q. Do you wish that sometimes God would just tell you something plainly?  Or should we ask a different question…

Question for self:. Am I listening and believing what He has already spoken?     
Like the Jews, there can be things in our hearts or in our lives that keep us from hearing and believing what God has already said and promised…
· Satan wants to keep you from hearing God’s voice as much as possible…
a. We are victorious in this by living out/obeying the Word of God in our lives… regardless of what we think we might be hearing or feeling or what others might be telling us to do…  Here is one great truth…
1. If we obey God’s Word we will receive God promises. 
Luke 11:28 “He replied, "Blessed [makarios] rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it.”
John 10:25-30 “Jesus answered, "I did tell you, but you do not believe. The miracles I do in my Father's name speak for me, 26but you do not believe because you are not my sheep. 27My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand. 29My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father's hand. 30I and the Father are one.”  How’s that for plain and simple…? That’s plain enough isn’t it...? 
Q. Do you RECOGNIZE or REJECT that Jesus and God are one?  
I am so thankful that this past week I personally celebrated the day when I became a sheep that began to follow the Good Shepherd…  I was born again on February 24th, 1993… God sought me out and I chose to follow Him…  
Q. But how do I know if I am really one of His sheep?  How do I know if I am secure?  Are you listening to His voice and following Him?  Then you are one of His sheep.   

Sometimes we need to be reminded that we are young… there is still more time ahead of us than behind us… this is the time to learn about listening for and obeying the voice of the Lord… and for us to realize that nothing imaginable can pull us away… or separate us from the love of God that is found in Christ Jesus our Lord…

(Young Adult Christ Followers… no, not YMCA!) 2. YACF’s, RECOGNIZE we have a Good Shepherd FOREVER!
Hebrews 13:8 “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.”

Vs. 30) Paul gives us some insight to help us understand more about the relationship that Jesus has with the Father…

Philippians 2:6-7 “Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 7but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.”
To the Jew, this was blasphemous… to claim Deity was a direct violation of the Law that was punishable by death…

John 10:31-32 “Again the Jews picked up stones to stone him, 32but Jesus said to them, "I have shown you many great miracles from the Father. For which of these do you stone me?”
In other words… Jesus is saying… “Are you wanting to stone me because of the miracles I’ve done through the Father…?  How I healed the lame man at the pool of Bethesda… or how I opened the eyes of the man born blind?”     
John 10:33 “We are not stoning you for any of these," replied the Jews, "but for blasphemy, because you, a mere man, claim to be God.”
(Notice the “Law” and the “I”/Claim of Authorship of the Law)
John 10:34-37 “Jesus answered them, "Is it not written in your Law, 'I have said you are gods'? 35If he called them 'gods,' to whom the word of God came—and the Scripture cannot be broken— 36what about the one whom the Father set apart as his very own and sent into the world? Why then do you accuse me of blasphemy because I said, 'I am God's Son'? 37Do not believe me unless I do what my Father does.”
Human judges/rulers were set in place by God in the Old Testament to govern the affairs of His people… they were called “gods”… little “g”…  
Exodus 22:8-9 “But if the thief is not found, the owner of the house must appear before the judges to determine whether he has laid his hands on the other man's property. 9 In all cases of illegal possession of an ox, a donkey, a sheep, a garment, or any other lost property about which somebody says, 'This is mine,' both parties are to bring their cases before the judges. The one whom the judges declare guilty must pay back double to his neighbor.”
Psalm 82:6 “I said, 'You are "gods"; you are all sons of the Most High.”
Vs. 36) How much more than should Jesus be recognized as God?  
John 1:1-2; 12-14 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was with God in the beginning. 12Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— 13children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God. 14The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” 

3. RECOGNIZE that our Good Shepherd is from way back… Created us (Psalm 139:13-16), experience (Hebrews 4:15), wisdom (1 Cor. 1:30; Col. 2:3), does not operate according to the laws of this world… anything is possible with Him
John 10:38-39 “But if I do it, even though you do not believe me, believe the miracles, that you may know and understand that the Father is in me, and I in the Father." 39Again they tried to seize him, but he escaped their grasp.”
(Tell story of vision statement for Calvary Chapel Christian Academy):  “The vision of Calvary Chapel Christian Academy is to equip and raise up generations of young people who love, serve, and worship Jesus.”

It is only through the Person of Jesus that a human can connect or commune with The Divine God.  We would not be able to know God if it weren’t for Jesus… He is our connection… the pathway to God. 
Ephesians 3:12 “In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and confidence.”   
We must RECOGNIZE that Jesus is from God… and due to mans sin nature, we are unholy and guilty and unable to stand before God without some kind of atonement for our guilt… we cannot save ourselves and make ourselves good enough to stand before God, that’s impossible… Ecclesiastes 9:3 says, “The hearts of men, moreover, are full of evil and there is madness in their hearts…”  So, I need a new heart…  
Romans 10:9-10 “That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.”

1 John 4:10 “This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.”  
Vs. 38 cross-reference) John 14:10 “Don't you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work.”
Peace before the storm:
John 10:40-42 “Then Jesus went back across the Jordan to the place where John had been baptizing in the early days. Here he stayed 41and many people came to him. They said, "Though John never performed a miraculous sign, all that John said about this man was true." 42And in that place many believed in Jesus.”

4. A midst’s life’s toughest hours… Jesus, The Good Shepherd, is still at work…    
And so we begin to wrap up the aspects of the ministry of Jesus as we head into the final public miracle that Jesus performs by raising Lazarus from the dead in John Ch 11… which we will look at next week…    
Do you believe tonight?  Do you recognize that when you pray, serve, and worship Jesus…. You are praying, serving, and worshiping God?  
Did you know that when Jesus was on the earth He prayed a specific prayer for you?  

John 17:21 “…that all of them [future YACF’s] may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.” 

It is Jesus’ desire tonight that you believe in Him… His purpose of coming to the earth was to die and be resurrected so that you and I would not have to die… but rather live eternally with Him in His Kingdom…  
(Have band come) 

Altar Call:  
Pray: (Salvation and Rededication)
Closing/Benediction:  
Romans 15:5-6 “May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, 6so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
Makarios: Supremely blest, fortunate, well off, happy… 
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