What does God want us to know, to feel, and to do?
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Intro: Twitter…

Picture of me and local shepherd in Iraq
John 10:1-6  "I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2The man who enters by the gate is the shepherd of his sheep. 3The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger's voice." 6Jesus used this figure of speech, but they did not understand what he was telling them.”
• Are we listening for the Shepherds voice?  
1. He calls His sheep by name and leads them on the journey of life
• Sheep follow a voice they recognize…

John 10:7-10 “Therefore Jesus said again, "I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep. 8All who ever came before me were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. He will come in and go out, and find pasture. 10The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.” 

Jesus’ 7 metaphorical “I AM” statements in John: (2 out of 7 are in this chapter) 
**Jesus used physical realities to illustrate spiritual truths**

1. John 6:35 Then Jesus declared, "I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty.”
2. John 8:12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”

3. John 10:9 “I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. He will come in and go out, and find pasture.”
4. John 10:11 "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.”
5. John 11:25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies…”
6. John 14:6 Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”
7. John 15:1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.”
Vs. 8) Jeremiah 23:1-2 “Woe to the shepherds who are destroying and scattering the sheep of my pasture!" declares the LORD. 2 Therefore this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says to the shepherds who tend my people: "Because you have scattered my flock and driven them away and have not bestowed care on them, I will bestow punishment on you for the evil you have done," declares the LORD.”
• The sheep belong to God… the pastor shepherd tends God people with love and care… 

2. We are safe under the Good Shepherds care

• A true shepherd seeks to feed the flock of God
• A shepherd who is a hireling seeks to fleece the flock of God
(Those of you young guys who desire to become pastors… what’s in your heart? Motive…?) Greg Laurie: Calling vs. Alarm Clock?
Vs. 9) Ephesians 2:18 “For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.”
Vs. 9 cont) “Come in and go out”… i.e. a life of peace
John 16:33 “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”
Vs. 10) Romans 5:17 (NLT) “For the sin of this one man, Adam, caused death to rule over many. But even greater is God’s wonderful grace and his gift of righteousness, for all who receive it will live in triumph over sin and death through this one man, Jesus Christ.”
John 10:11-13 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12The hired hand is not the shepherd who owns the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 13The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.” 

• It was a natural thing for the shepherd to risk his life in defense of the sheep…

• The contrast between the good and the bad, the faithful and the unfaithful shepherd…


Am I called…? Or am I a hireling…? (Judges 17) 
John 10:14 “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me…”
Greek: “good” = “kalos” = morally good + loveliness and attractiveness i.e. ‘the good doctor’… compassionate, caring, wise, and powerful…

John 10:15-16 “… just as the Father knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd.”
Vs. 16) “other sheep” = Gentiles
Isaiah 42:6 “I, the LORD, have called you in righteousness; I will take hold of your hand. I will keep you and will make you to be a covenant for the people and a light for the Gentiles…”
Isaiah 56:8 “The Sovereign LORD declares—he who gathers the exiles of Israel: "I will gather still others to them besides those already gathered.”

Also…  Matthew 28:18-20; Romans 11:11-24 and Ephesians 2:11-22
John 10:17-18 “The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life—only to take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father." 

1. Jesus saw His whole life as an act of obedience to God… Do we?

2. Jesus always saw the Cross and the Resurrection together.  

a. Barclay: “All life is based on the fact that anything worth getting is hard to get.”

b. With our confidence in God, difficulty and hardship can serve as mediums to grow us closer to God in this life.

3. Jesus’ death was entirely voluntary.  

a. Have I laid my life down to God, for Him to completely take over…? Or am I still holding on not willing to let go?     

John 10:19-21 “At these words the Jews were again divided. 20Many of them said, "He is demon-possessed and raving mad. Why listen to him?" 

 21But others said, "These are not the sayings of a man possessed by a demon. Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?"

• Jesus’ claims were either claims of insanity or claims of deity…
John 10:22-24 “Then came the Feast of Dedication at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23and Jesus was in the temple area walking in Solomon's Colonnade. 24The Jews gathered around him, saying, "How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly."
· 170 B.C. Antiochus Epiphanes attacked Jerusalem… 80,000 Jews perished… many sold into slavery… capital punishment to possess a copy of the Law or to circumcise a child; mothers who did circumcise their children where crucified with their children hanging round their necks.  
· Used Temple area to offer sacrifices to Olympian god Zeus.  

· 164 B.C. Judas Maccabaeus and his band of brothers take the country and the Temple area back into Jewish possession.  In the same year, the Temple was cleansed and purified… the altar rebuilt… To commemorate the purification of the Temple, the Feast of Dedication/Lights/Hanukkah was instituted.  It was to be celebrated on Chislew/December 25th and last for eight days…  
· So at this time of national memory and thanksgiving, and among the Rabbis and their students, this discussion took place…

John 10:25-33 “Jesus answered, "I did tell you, but you do not believe. The miracles I do in my Father's name speak for me, 26but you do not believe because you are not my sheep. 27My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand. 29My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father's hand. 30I and the Father are one." 
 31Again the Jews picked up stones to stone him, 32but Jesus said to them, "I have shown you many great miracles from the Father. For which of these do you stone me?" 

 33"We are not stoning you for any of these," replied the Jews, "but for blasphemy, because you, a mere man, claim to be God." 

• The New Testament keeps two opposing ideas in balance: 
1. Everything happens within the purpose of God.
2. Yet everything happens in such a way that mans free will is responsible.
John 10:34 “Jesus answered them, "Is it not written in your Law, 'I have said you are gods'?
Psalm 82:6 “I said, 'You are "gods"; you are all sons of the Most High.”
Human judges were called “gods”… How much more should Jesus be called God?
John 10:35-39 “If he called them 'gods,' to whom the word of God came—and the Scripture cannot be broken— 36what about the one whom the Father set apart as his very own and sent into the world? Why then do you accuse me of blasphemy because I said, 'I am God's Son'? 37Do not believe me unless I do what my Father does. 38But if I do it, even though you do not believe me, believe the miracles, that you may know and understand that the Father is in me, and I in the Father." 39Again they tried to seize him, but he escaped their grasp. 

Peace before the storm: 
John 10:40-42 “Then Jesus went back across the Jordan to the place where John had been baptizing in the early days. Here he stayed 41and many people came to him. They said, "Though John never performed a miraculous sign, all that John said about this man was true." 42And in that place many believed in Jesus.
Sometime we have to get away to a quite place, alone with God…

3. The Good Shepherd wants to speak to His sheep
How does God speak to us?
1. God speaks to us through His Word (Acts 17:11)
2. God speaks through circumstances (Gideon/circumstantial confirmation) 
3. God speaks to us by His peace (Colossians 3:15; Isaiah 55:12)
(Have band come) 

Altar Call:  
Pray: (Salvation and Rededication)
Closing/Benediction:  
Hebrews 13:20-21 “May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, 21equip you with everything good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.
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