What does God want us to know, to feel, and to do?
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The Gospel According to John Ch 9 
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Intro: (Read aloud) John 9:1-41  
Vs 1-2) The disciples and the Jews believed that there was a connection with suffering and sin.  Now we know that the affects of sin from the time it entered the world (Genesis 3), have been horrific.  The curse of sin upon the earth is the blame for evil in the world… sickness, wars, starvation, etc… but what about when someone is born with a specific ailment?  Was it their parents fault?  The Jews believed that the person born with the ailment must have been so sinful that he/she committed sin before they were born?!?  I cannot go any further than this… We must cling to Jesus’ words in verses 3-4.

Illustration: Close your eyes and imagine a day in the life of this man…  (Walk through this young man’s life and how he got this point)

Childhood = kids pushing/slapping him in school and running away

13 yrs old = must be able to support himself… employment?  

Teen years = burden to parents

He resorts to begging to make a living…  

He discovers that the best place to get the most money is outside the temple/church after service/on the Sabbath when people just finished worshipping would be more inclined to give…

He was often the topic of conversation as there were many students with their Rabbi’s passing by him often asking tough questions about tough issues… 

Vs 3-4) When Jesus saw and was involved in tough situations He was always aware of “The God Factor”…   

1. “God Factor”: The power, ability, and willingness of God to work in my life…    

How about us tonight?  When we look at the things happening in our lives… 

· Finances

· Singleness

· Job loss

· Relationships

· Health

· Family drama

Have we failed to believe that God can do the impossible?  
Sometimes we need to be reminded that God is not bound by our limitations or thoughts…  HE’S GOD!

Psalm 145:3 “Great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; his greatness no one can fathom.”
Philippians 3:8 “What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord…”
Vs 5) “While I am in the world, I am the light of the World”: 

• In other words, there is an end coming… night is coming, now while it is still day, is our greatest opportunity to put our trust in Jesus as the Light of the world.   
Expectancy rinse 
The FAÇADE of SPIRITUAL MATURITY: (defined) 
FAÇADE: (dictionary.com)
1. The front of a building… 

2. Any side of a building facing a public way or space and finished accordingly.
3. A superficial appearance or illusion of something: They managed somehow to maintain a facade of wealth.
We are going to see in our text tonight that the religious leaders had become so consumed into looking holy that they had actually come to a place where the politics of their system was more important to them than believing in and praying for the power of God to work in people’s lives.    

They were so blind that even when God would heal and restore a person’s life, they did not believe the miracle was done by God…  
• Have you ever met someone who really gives off a façade...? Ex. People who seek to make themselves appear wealthy?  
• What about if we did this spiritually?  (Illustration: Huge black family Bible from 1800’s)
Q. (Believer) Do you give off the façade that you are more spiritually mature than you really are? If so, why?
2 reasons why people may put up the façade of spiritual maturity:

1. Pride/specifically self-righteousness 
In Matthew 23 we get a “feet on the ground” look at what the façade of spiritual maturity looks like and what Jesus thinks about it…  (Illustration with Bible again)  
Matthew 23:5-7 "Everything they do is done for men to see: They make their phylacteries wide and the tassels on their garments long; (6) they love the place of honor at banquets and the most important seats in the synagogues; (7) they love to be greeted in the marketplaces and to have men call them 'Rabbi.'
You know what Jesus calls guys like this according to Matt 23? Hypocrites, sons of hell, blind guides, blind fools, snakes, and brood of vipers.

In verse 33, He says, “How can you escape being condemned to hell?”
In verse 28, He says, “… on the outside you appear to people as righteous but on the inside you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness.” 

So, what is a balanced way (what does the Word say) to keep ourselves in check in making sure we do not become “religious”…?

Matthew 23:11-12 “The greatest among you will be your servant. (12) For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.”   

2. Condemnation: From Satan, or even perhaps from other Christians.
Fear that they might not be accepted by others if they don’t have a similar background… upbringing, church history, etc… 
This is horrible, and may it never be the case in this ministry… any young adult, regardless of their past, is welcomed here.  We don’t condemn one another… but we do spur one another on to live the life that God’s calls us to live according to His Word.  We’re family…   
Q. (Unbeliever) In your heart… do you give off the façade, the illusion, the superficial appearance that you don’t need God?  What are you living for in your life…?  Are you pursuing things that will last?   
2 Timothy 2:22 (ESV) “So flee youthful passions and pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace, along with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart.”   
• Each of us in this room and those watching online must learn to be real…   
1. Lose the façade of spiritual maturity and be real with God, self, and others.  

John 9:1-5 “As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. (2) His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" (3) "Neither this man nor his parents sinned," said Jesus, "but this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life. (4) As long as it is day, we must do the work of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. (5) While I am in the world, I am the light of the world." 

Altar Call:  
(Have band come) 

Pray: (Salvation and Rededication)
Closing/Benediction:  
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