What does God want us to know, to feel, and to do?


Series Title: 




“Continue in Freedom” (Communion)  
The Gospel According to John Ch 8:31-59
January 18th, 2009
· “By His Wounds” Communion song
Intro: (Bring today’s paper on stage) So much is happening in our country and in our world.  Presidential Inauguration this Tuesday… after 22 days of battle, there has now been a cease-fire declared in the Gaza Strip.   

The World is continuing on its path… What are you doing with your life…?  Tonight, we are going to talk about “Continuing”.  Specifically, continuing in the freedom that is only found in Jesus Christ…    
John 8:31 “To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, "If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.”
• CF’s CONTINUE in The Word

• “Hold to My teaching” = Continuing in his Word 
· ESV = “Abide in my teaching”

· “Abiding” is “to wait for”… “To accept without rejection”… “To CONTINUE in a place”… 

Proverbs 8:17 (KJV) “I love them that love me; and those that seek me early [diligently] shall find me.”
Luke 21:19 “By standing firm you will gain life.”
2 John 9 “Anyone who runs ahead and does not continue in the teaching of Christ does not have God; whoever continues in the teaching has both the Father and the Son.”
• The key central idea in being a Christian is being obedient to the Words of Christ, i.e. the Word of God.
• True discipleship begins with belief.

John 8:32 “Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
• By CONTINUING on in discipleship (i.e. knowing and believing the truth/to learn from Jesus is to learn truth), freedom from sin is the result.  Discipleship results in freedom…  
• The more of a disciple I become, the freer I become… The ability of being able to choose whether or not to sin rather than just being clueless of sin.
(Turn to) Romans 6:16, 22 “Don't you know that when you offer yourselves to someone to obey him as slaves, you are slaves to the one whom you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness? (22) But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves to God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life.”
John 8:33 “They answered him, "We are Abraham's descendants and have never been slaves of anyone. How can you say that we shall be set free?"
• What about Egypt? The Assyrians? The Babylonians? Presently, the Romans?
· When you are in sin you don’t see straight

· When you are in sin you find fault with others (David & Nathan/1 Samuel 12) 

John 8:34-38 “Jesus replied, "I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. (35) Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. (36) So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. (37) I know you are Abraham's descendants. Yet you are ready to kill me, because you have no room for my word. (38) I am telling you what I have seen in the Father's presence, and you do what you have heard from your father.”
• Make room for God’s Word in my life. (Devo’s, coming to church, listening to the Word, learning the Word, become a student of the Word.)  
Matthew 4:4 “Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.”
John 8:39-41 “Abraham is our father," they answered. "If you were Abraham's children," said Jesus, "then you would do the things Abraham did. (40) As it is, you are determined to kill me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God. Abraham did not do such things. (41) You are doing the things your own father does." "We are not illegitimate children," they protested. "The only Father we have is God himself."

• Abraham “The Father of the Faith” = physical descendents vs. spiritual descendents.  

• “do the things Abraham did” = TO BELIEVE (Romans 4:1-3)
• "We are not illegitimate children”… (ESV: “We were not born of sexual immorality”) another low blow against Jesus’ Divine conception… Mary not being married before having sex… 
John 8:42-44 “Jesus said to them, "If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and now am here. I have not come on my own; but he sent me. (43) Why is my language not clear to you? Because you are unable to hear what I say. (44) You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 
Vs 44 is a guaranteed jumpstart to any stagnant evangelistic conversation…   

• The only people that know God are the ones who CONTINUE to love, know, and worship Jesus.  
• God is the one who sent Jesus to reach us… to deny Jesus is to deny God.

• Spiritually, there are only two kinds of people in the world, believers and unbelievers.

Unbelievers (children of the Devil) CONTINUE in sin:
· Murder: This is a goal of Satan’s… (To hate) he seeks to duplicate his nature in his children.  (John 10:10)

· Everything Satan touches dies…  complete opposite of God
· God = Life    Satan = Death

· Satan turned from the truth; therefore he is filled with only lies and deception.  

· 1 John 2:22-23 “Who is the liar? It is the man who denies that Jesus is the Christ. Such a man is the antichrist—he denies the Father and the Son. (23) No one who denies the Son has the Father; whoever acknowledges the Son has the Father also.”  

· How did it all start for Satan?  Ezekiel 28: Pride – self-exaltation – self-deity
John 8:45-47 “Yet because I tell the truth, you do not believe me! (46) Can any of you prove me guilty of sin? If I am telling the truth, why don't you believe me? (47) He who belongs to God hears what God says. The reason you do not hear is that you do not belong to God."
• “Can any of you prove me guilty of sin?” Jesus’ life matched His message

• Being spiritually deaf: Sometimes talking to an unbeliever is like yelling at a deaf person.  
CF’s must CONTINUE in what we have learned…….. CONTINUE in these last days… (Turn to) 2 Timothy 3
John 8:48 “The Jews answered him, "Aren't we right in saying that you are a Samaritan and demon-possessed?"  (Now these guys are slinging mud)
• The Jews despised the race of the Samaritans… and also say that Jesus is demon possessed.   
John 8:49-51 “I am not possessed by a demon," said Jesus, "but I honor my Father and you dishonor me. (50) I am not seeking glory for myself; but there is one who seeks it, and he is the judge. (51) I tell you the truth, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death.”
• It’s impossible to be demon possessed and still honor and worship God the Father… 
• CONTINUE in the Word (Obedience) and never die (Praise God…)

Isaiah 40:8 “The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God stands forever.” 
John 8:52-57 “At this the Jews exclaimed, "Now we know that you are demon-possessed! Abraham died and so did the prophets, yet you say that if anyone keeps your word, he will never taste death. (53) Are you greater than our father Abraham? He died, and so did the prophets. Who do you think you are?"

(54) Jesus replied, "If I glorify myself, my glory means nothing. My Father, whom you claim as your God, is the one who glorifies me. (55) Though you do not know him, I know him. If I said I did not, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and keep his word. (56) Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; he saw it and was glad." 

 (57) "You are not yet fifty years old," the Jews said to him, "and you have seen Abraham!" 

• (Turn to) Hebrews 11:8-16
John 8:58-59 “I tell you the truth," Jesus answered, "before Abraham was born, I am!" (59) At this, they picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus hid himself, slipping away from the temple grounds.”
• Exodus 3:13-14 “Moses said to God, "Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, 'The God of your fathers has sent me to you,' and they ask me, 'What is his name?' Then what shall I tell them?" (14) God said to Moses, "I am who I am. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: 'I AM has sent me to you.' "
• Deuteronomy 32:39 “See now that I myself am He! There is no god besides me. I put to death and I bring to life, I have wounded and I will heal, and no one can deliver out of my hand.”
• (Turn to) Isaiah 43:10-13 
• Some people today will say that Jesus never declared Himself to be God…  When we understand the context of this passage, we receive within ourselves an overwhelming sense of the greatness of Jesus declaring Himself to the Jews as “I AM”.
• Illustration: UNO card and rock from the Jezreel Valley
Altar Call:  Jesus leaves us with only two choices… either to stone Him in disbelief or to worship Him as Lord and Savior.  

(News Paper) The World is continuing on its path… What are you doing with your life…?  

 - Do you have a personal relationship with God tonight?
- Are you a child of the Devil or a child of God?
- Do not leave this place without surrendering your life to Jesus Christ… He created you… He loves you… and He has a plan for your life that is more than you could imagine…
(Have band come) 

Pray: (Salvation and Rededication)
Communion Song/Pass out elements: “By His Wounds”
(Read) John 19:31-37  
The Bread: 
The Cup:

Closing:  CONTINUE to live in the freedom that only comes from knowing Jesus Christ… see you next Sunday night (Matt Helmintoller)    
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